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U.S. baid to Prepare [

In an ominous development, Presi-
dent Carter has Issued secret direc-

tives to the Pentagon to prepare the

option of using nuclear weapons in the
volatile Middle Eaat.
There have been hints of such a pos-

. sibility in the past. Carter’s State of the

Union address last January, for exam-
ple, declared that “an attempt by any
outside force to gain control of the
Persian Gulf will be regarded as an as-

‘sault on the vital interests of the

United States [and] will be repelled by
use of any means necessary...”
And Robert Komer, undersecretary
of defense for policy, publicly stated
that if conventional deterrents in the
Middle East failed, the use of nuclear
weapons would he considered. But in
secret directives, the president has
spelled out the nuclear option clearly

" and explicitly.

In Presidential Decision Memoran-
dum No. 51, Carter cutlined a new U.S.
nuclear policy for the Middle East. But
this memo was jgnored in the furor

.over Presidential Directive 59, which

changed U.S. missile targets in the
Soviet Union.

The contents of PDM No. 51 and re-
lated documents, including a directive
to the Strategic Air Command from
Defense Secretary Harold Brown, are
designed to “significantly degrade
Soviet capabilities to project military
power in the Middle East-Persian Gul?
region for a period of at least 30 days.”

To accomplish this, the president
ordered the formulation of various

" military options, my associate Dale
. Van Atta has learned. The most signifi-
. cant of these was the “limited strategic
- option” for use by the commander of

the Rapid Deployment Force_,_getr_x.
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Subject to the usual presidential au-.
thorization for use of any nuclear
weapons, this option involves 19 nu-
clear bombs carried hy B52 bombers.
The aim is to keep Soviet forces from
Invading Iran, and the weapons in-
clude both B57 bombs, with an axplo-
sive power about equal to the Hicosh-
ima bomb, and ths more powerful B61
variable yield thermonuciear hombs.

Sources said Carter ordered his plan-
ners to formulate several additional
limited strategic options, as well as a
more far-reaching “selective attack op-

licteast

tion” that would target Russian faeili-

ties near Iran, including military hases
and airfields inside the Soviet Union.

Military experts noted that with a

" B52 force — the SAC’s 57th Air Divi-

sion at Minot Air Force Base, N.D. —

. already earmarked for Middle East de- |

ployment, the bombers would be the
most lixely vehicle for nuelear weap-
ons, rather than long-range missiles in
silos in the United States, The bombers
are jar more flexible, one source
pointed out, adding, “It we screw
around with our ICBMs, you don’t
know what the response would be.”

“Flexible” does not mean “reason-
able,” however, in the view of some in-
siders. They contend that the concept
of limited nuclear warfare confined to
the Middle East is a child's dream that
conld hecome a nightmare for the
whole world.

“If we initiate tactical nuclear war-

~ fare in that area, we are opening a
Pandora’s box,” said one Pentagon.

source who is alarmed at the idea of
preparing strategic options for the
Middle East. “The Soviets could re-

spond with tactical nuclear weapons - columns have spurred Iranian leadeys -
" against” our warships in the Persian i toresolve the hostage issue. ..

P

Gulf are=a, and who koows where it
would go from there?”

Footnote: A White House spokesman
refused to conficm or deny the contents
of PDM No. 51, or to discuss U.S. nuclear
poliey )vith respect to the Middle East.

(Pentagon spokesman Thomas Ross
said yesterday that “Presidential Direc-
tive 51 does not ‘outline a new U.S. nu-

clear policy for the Middle East’ In |

fact,” Ross said, “PD 51 does not men-

tion the Middle East in any way what-

_soever.”) ]
Mismanaging the News — Once
again President Carter is trying to
manage the mews. His subordinates
leak sensitive information that makes
him look good, such as the top-secret
testing of the “invisible plane.” byt try
to suppress information that makes
him look had. '

Saturday morning [Sept. 201, CIA Di-

Tector Stansiield Turner assed ms o

|

kill the Monday 15ept. 22 colttinn pe-

cause ne ieared 1t rmight Jeopardize se-

curity. Saturday arernonn, a Yhiie
Holise press aide charged that the
same column was false. The president
cannot have it both ways. If the col-
umn was false, it conld not possibly
Jeopardize security. -
If fact, the story
president knows it. I

is true, and ths °
withheld many -

details, inc_‘luding direct quotes, to pro- .
tect security. The charge that the col- |
umn could damage efforts to free the |

hostages is pure rhetoric. The truth; as
that my col- .
umns have. helped the secret negotia.-
tions. By citing the danger of a Soviet- |

the president knows, is

American confrontation in Iran, my

awd




